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Background

News coverage in Indian Express, Ahmedabad, dated 30.08.2024, "Name Change,
DPR & 14 years later, Vishwamitri revamp still on paper”. Based on this article a
Suo Motu notice was issued to the Vadodara Municipal Corporation (VMC) by the
Gujarat State Human Rights Commission (GSHRC). On 12.03.2025, the GSHRC has
taken note of the letter dated 03.03.2025 of the Concerned Citizens of Vadodara

and issued another notice to the following:

1. The Additional Chief Secretary

Forests & Environment Department,

State of Gujarat

Block 14, 8th floor, Sachivalaya, Gandhinagar - 382 010
2. The Collector, Vadodara

New Collector Office, O.P. Road, Diwalipura, Vadodara - 390 007
3. The Municipal Commissioner

Vadodara Municipal Corporation

Khanderao Market, Vadodara - 390 209
4. The Member Secretary

Gujarat Pollution Control Board

Paryavaran Bhavan, Sector-10 A, Gandhinagar - 382 010
5. The Member Secretary

State Environment Impact Assessment Authority

Paryavaran Bhavan, Sector-10 A, Gandhinagar - 382 010
6. The Chairman

Vadodara Urban Development Authority

“VUDA BHAVAN” L&T Circle, V. I.P. Road, Karelibaug,

Vadodara - 390 018
7. Rohit Prajapati

37, Patrakar Colony, Tandalja Road,

Vadodara - 390 020

The Order dated 06.03.2025 attached with the Notice of 12.03.2025 is attached as

Annexure A.
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On the hearing dated 01.04.2025, the following Order was passed (Copy of the said

Order is attached as Annexure B):

"As per the summons to remain present on 1.4.2025 at 13.00 hrs, Shri Dilip Rana,
Municipal Commissioner, Vadodara Municipal Corporation (VMC), Shri D. M. Thakar,
Member Secretary, GPCB, Gandhinagar and Shri Rohit Prajapati, Expert, are present

before the Commission. While the Collector, Vadodara is connected through the VC.

The division bench of the Commission has given the following directions to the

officers present in this work after thorough considerations.
The Vadodara Municipal Corporation's reply dated 30.03.2025 has been taken up.
1. For the purpose of flood relief of Vishwamitri River,

Desilting and revival of Vishwamitri river is going on in 24.7 km in Vadodara urban
area, which is being implemented by Vadodara Municipal Corporation. For smooth
and timely completion of the work, Neha Sarwate, Rohit Prajapati, Dr. Ranjitsinh
Devkar, Dr. Jitendra Gavali and Mitesh Panchal will visit the site and conduct
meetings with the Municipal Commissioner every 15 days. They will also submit a

report of their observations to the SHRC every 15 days.

The Irrigation Department is to carry out similar desilting and revival of Vishwamitri
river outside the VMC limits along the 24 km stretch downstream (from Maretha to
Pingalwada). For the smooth and timely implementation of this work also, Neha
Sarwate, Rohit Prajapati, Dr. Ranjitsinh Devkar, Dr. Jitendra Gavali and Mitesh
Panchal will conduct site visits with the Irrigation Department officer every week
and meet with the Collector every 15 days to appraise him / her of the proceedings

along with a report.

The Commission is also requested to make Shri P.C. Vyas, Secretary, Water,
Resources and Irrigation Department, New Sachivalaya as party in the above

mentioned issues.

In this work, as Mr. D. M. Thakar is representing multiple posts relating to this work,
he agrees to give full support to the Municipal Commissioner and the Collector. He

is hereby directed to supervise the work of the two committees constituted to work
5
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with, the Municipal Commissioner, the Collector. These committees will hold a
meeting once in the 10 days and submit their reports to the Municipal

Commissioner, to the Collector and the Member Secretary, GPCB.

[..]

The Municipal Commissioner stated that all environmental clearances have been
taken in the desilting works so that the environment and wild animals are not

harmed.

The Municipal Commissioner has specially stated that the Corporation has also
prepared an advance plan for the excavated soil such that this soil and debris can
be appropriately used in the future; and even at night, the work will proceed in such
a way that the people do not suffer and the environment is not harmed and the
human rights of the people are not violated. Therefore, people will not be troubled
during monsoons, the environment will be benefitted, and people will also get

protection.

A copy of the report submitted by the Municipal Commissioner for this purpose has

been given to the experts.

A reply has also been received from the Member Secretary, SEIAA for this work in
which the work is progressing and he has submitted a provision by the Government
of India dated 11.9.2024 which is to be taken on record.

Further hearing for the work is hereby ordered to be held on 1.5.2025 at 13.00 hrs.
All concerned officers engaged in this work are permitted to attend through Video
Conference (VC). The Municipal Commissioner, Vadodara Municipal Corporation,
Vadodara may appoint his representative. (Contact System Manager of this
Commission for the link to join via VC mobile number 95861 05277)”.

Based on the above Order, the constituted Committee comprising of 1. Neha
Sarwate, Environmental and Urban Planner; 2. Rohit Prajapati, Environment
Activist, Researcher, and Writer; 3. Dr Ranjitsinh Devkar, PhD, Zoologist; 4. Dr

Jitendra Gavali, PhD, Botanist; 5. Mitesh Panchal, Architect and Urban Planner, met
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the VMC and the Collectorate, Vadodara. The Committee conducted field visits with

the concerned authorities as well as individually.
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Report

With reference to HRC/2024/PRESS/205/Vadodara City/legal-1, dated 01.04.2025
for ongoing interventions to rejuvenate the Vishwamitri River to prevent future

floods, we would like to reiterate the following context:

1. The Order dated 25.05.2021 of the National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench in
Application O. A. No. 228/2020 (Earlier O. A. No. 49/2016 (WZ)) and Execution
Application No. 45/2016 (WZ) (Rohit Prajapati & Anr V/s Secretary, MoEF & CC
& Ors.), that defines the river as (Copy of the said Order is attached as Annexure
O):

... The River consists of catchments, floodplains, tributaries, ponds, river-bed and
adjoining ravines which, along with the soils and vegetation on both sides, is the
river’s natural mechanism to retain the additional water, prevent floods and provide
habitat for various species. River harbours and interacts with innumerable
organisms like microbes, plants and animals. It is a natural, living organic part of a
larger ecological system. River is also a network of tributaries, floodplains and ponds

spread over its basin and the estuary.”

[...] The action plan is to address the issues relating to demarcation, protection of
flood plain zone and maintaining minimum environment flow. The other
consequential and incidental issues like sewage treatment, management of waste,
preventing encroachment, etc. are also covered by the action plan. Demarcation of
the entire flood plain zone of the river needs to be undertaken. Further, steps are
required for plantation and maintaining the integrity of the river in totality. While
directing consideration of all the issues by the applicants, we reiterate the direction
for implementation of the “Vishwamitri River Action Plan” including the steps for
removal of unauthorised structures, demarcation and protection of flood plain zone

and other action points as per the river restoration plan.”

2. The State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) vide
No.SEIAA/GU]/EC/55/2025 dated 21.01.2025, has clearly mentioned the

following (Copy of the said permission is attached as Annexure D):
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"Sub: Exemption of Environment Clearance for "Vishwamitri River Flood Mitigation
& River Flood Mitigation & River Rejuvenation with associated activities" at river

stretch of Vishwamitri river Proposed by Vadodara Municipal Corporation.
Ref: Your Proposal No: SIA/GJ/INFRA2/513184/2024.

The SEAC, Gujarat vide their letter dated 30/12/2024 had recommended to the
SEIAA, Gujarat, for exemption of EC for above-mentioned project based on SEAC
meeting held on 13/12/2024.

The. project activity is covered in 8(b) and falls in Category 'B'. Since the proposed
project is in item no.8 of the EIA notification, 2006, exemption from Public
Consultation as per Para 7(i) Ill. Stage (3) (i) (b) of EIA Notification, 2006.

1. Details of the Application/Project:

e Vadodara Municipal Corporation proposed Vishwamitri river regulation and
flood mitigation measure with associated activities.

e Present land use of site is water body (Vishwamitri river) & its tributaries (
i.e. Kans/Nala) with having removable debris & siitation which interrupt the
natural flow of water as well as decrease the storage capacity of river water
body and have potential to create flood with impacting surrounding/nearby
area.

e By removing unnecessary debris & siltation the water carrying capacity as well
as storage capacity of river water body will be increased and will give

significant advantage in flood control during monsoon period.

[...]

6. SEAC observed and deliberated as per Hon'ble NGT Order of Principal Bench vide
O.A No. 228/2020 (Earlier O.A No 49/2016 (WZ)) Rohit Prajapati & Anr. Vs
Secretary, MoEFCC & Ors dated 25-05-2021 was disposed with a direction of
implementation of "Vishwamitri River Action Plan" including steps for removal of
unauthorized structures, demarcation and protection of flood plain zone and

other action points as per the river restoration plan.
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7. SEAC examined the detailed contents of this dredging-Desifting project. SEAC
discussed and observed that activity proposed is disaster Flood related
Mitigation activity which involves removal of silt, debris related sediments so as
to increase the water retention capacity of river, which in absence of such
activity, results in large scale flooding, erosion of river banks and has been
causing immense damage to agriculture land, productivity and human life. SEAC
also noted that till now such action has not been taken and present proposal is
Flood mitigation measure by authorities, in response to large scale flood in
Vishwamitri river which caused huge damage to life and property, in Vadodara

and along its course.

After detailed deliberation. it was observed by SEAC committee that project is about
dredqing desilting of Vishwamitri River stretch specifically for flood routinqg and for
improvement of health of river water system. The MoEF&CC Office Memorandum
dated 10-07-2023 stipulates certain conditions and exemption of such project from
EC Regime. The PP submitted an undertaking and detailed note about compliance
of the Office Memorandum's Technical aspect. Considering the above. SEAC decided
that said project enioys exemption from Environment Clearance with a condition to
comply with the Hon'ble NGT Order in the matter of O.A No. 228/2020 (Earlier O.A
No 49/2016 (WZ)) in this reqgard.

[...]

The proposal was considered by SEIAA, Gujarat in its meeting held on 10/01/2025
at Gandhinagar. After careful consideration, the SEIAA hereby decided for
Exemption of Environment Clearance, based on SEAC recommendation of proposed
project for Flood Mitigation Measure & River Rejuvenation With Associated Activities

of Vishwamitri River, Vadodara.

[..]

After deliberation, Authority agreed with SEAC opinion as per OM of MoEF & CC
dated 12.7.2023 & it is hereby exempted from Environmental Clearance with
condition for submitting details as well as considering SEAC recommendation, and

other conditions are as under:

10
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1. Proponent shall strictly follow all safe guards as per provisions mentioned in
National framework for sediment management issued by Ministry of Jalshakti
Department of water resources, River & development memorandum.

2. Proponent shall provide adequate Green Belt & its exact area, as per their
submission to this office

3. Proponent shall start desilting work only after obtaining necessary permission
form other competent authorities like Municipal corporation, Vadodara and forest
department under Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and others etc.

4. Municipal corporation, Vadodara shall prepare plan for involving total quantity of
desilting area wise, depth and its disposal and follow the sediment management
plan issued by Ministry of Jalshakti Department of water resources, River &
development memorandum and put it in the public domain, subject to the review
by GPCB and department of forest, GoG.

5. Proponent shall strictly adhere to compliance of Hon'ble NGT Order of Principal
Bench vide O.A No. 228/2020 (Earlier O.A No 49/2016 (WZ)) Rohit Prajapati &
others vs Secretary, MoEF&CC & Ors. Dated 25-05-2021 was disposed with a

direction of implementation of “Vishwamitri River Action Plan. [...]”

As per the discussion with the Municipal Commissioner, VMC, and Collector,

Vadodara, there is consensus with respect to the following points:

1. The works to address the flooding situation in Vadodara has been addressed
in 2 jurisdictions: VMC / VUDA areas under the VMC and downstream areas
of VMC under the Irrigation Department.

2. Debris, C & D Waste and Municipal Solid Waste and "Silt” to be further
removed from river banks, wherever possible, to reinstate the riverine area,
which in turn will increase the carrying capacity of the river.

3. The meanders of the river will be maintained and efforts will be made to
restore the disturbed meanders, wherever possible.

4. Wherever depressions in the topography have occurred, due to soil mining,
in the active floodplain areas, should be connected with the river as water
retention areas.

5. The slopes along the river banks should be gentle to medium and should be

maintained and not beyond 35 degrees.

11
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Coir and Cocologs to be used for the purpose of bank and soil stabilisation.
Open Gabions to be employed only at bridges.

Currently only the west bank of the river is being worked upon; the
‘desilting” works on east bank will commence only after the bank and soil
stabilisation works (ecologically sound engineering - coir) of the west banks
have been completed. This is to safeguard movement of crocodiles and
other wildlife.

Identification of private and public lands in the floodplain areas.
Tributaries and ‘kaans’ also to be freed from Debris and Municipal Solid
Waste, and their natural connections restored with the ponds, wetlands,
and river.

Habitats of crocodiles and other wildlife habitats will be protected.

The obstructions and interventions by the National Highway Authority of
India (NHAI) and the National High Speed Rail Corporation Limited
(NHSRCL), commonly referred to as “Bullet Train Project” in this report,
need to be addressed.

The NHAI and Bullet Train teams will submit a detailed Action Plan for a)
before and after monsoon conditions, and b) post completion of their
respective interventions to restore and stabilise the banks using ecologically

sound engineering like coir, cocologs, bamboo, etc.

12
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The following documents and information were requested and received from the
concerned authorities (Copy of the information requested and received is attached

as Annexure E):

Table 1: Information requested and received

Sr. | Information Requested Information
No. Received
1 Floodplain Maps (5 and 10 year return period) | Received from
created by SECON VMC

2 Maps of ongoing “desilting” and “resectioning” | Received
works across the 4 sections in VMC jurisdiction
and 6 packages in the downstream areas under
the jurisdiction of the Irrigation Department.

- print and soft copy

3 Superimposed map of debris dumping locations | Not received
and its extent, as per GPCB reports of 2017,
2019, 2021 with an actual outline of the area.

4 VMC action plan of debris and silt removal, | Not Received
detailed drawings of resectioning, maps of

before and after commencement of works.

5 Irrigation Department action plan of silt removal, | Not Received
detailed drawings of resectioning, maps of

before and after commencement of works.

6 Drone videos dated February 2025, March 2025, | Received
April 2025, May 2025 (2), of before, during and
post “desilting” and “resectioning” works in

respective jurisdictions.

7 Spatial intervention action plan for crocodiles | Not Received

and other wildlife:

13
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a. Locations of crocodile deaths that have
occurred after January 2025.

b. Post-mortem reports of crocodile deaths
along with the inference drawn by the
concerned authorities.

c. Information on rescue, capture and/or
translocation of crocodiles, if any.

d. Cause of death of freshwater turtle behind
Ratri Bazaar on 30.04.2025 and its
postmortem report.

e. Cause of deaths of Fishes on and around
03.05.2025 in the river near Dena bridge
(NH 48). We were informed about this by
the wildlife volunteers during our visit on
03.05.2025.

f. Cause of fire near Mangal Pandey bridge
on 03.05.2025.

Biodiversity expert’s suggestions action plan

Not Received

Maps of property ownership (government and
private land) in the floodplains of Vishwamitri

River.

Not Received

10

Superimposition of highway and Bullet Train
project activity / interventions (temporary /

permanent) on the floodplain map.

Not Received

11

NHAI action plan for pre monsoon and post

completion of works

Not Received

12

Corrective measures on the Mumbai-Delhi
Expressway at downstream junction with
Dhadhar River, which obstructs the natural flow
of stormwaters from East to West creating water
logging conditions resulting in floods in Vadodara

city-region.

Not Received

13

Bullet Train action plan for pre monsoon and post

completion of works

Not Received

14
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Bank stabilization using coir and cocologs related
documents, Tender, Specification, Fixing details,
operation and maintenance plan, Wildlife

coordination

Not Received

15
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Field Visits, Observations, Recommendations:

Due to the time constraints, this report contains major points of discussion and

concerns. (Copy of the said information is attached as Annexure F)

Table 2: Chronology of meetings and site visits

Sr No Date Events Particulars

1 01.04.2025 | GSHRC Order Annexure B

2 02.04.2025 | Introduction meeting with
Vadodara District Collector

3 03.04.2025 |Site Visit with Vadodara| Bhimnath Bridge,
Commissioner Jamwadi lake

4 03.04.2025 | Site Visit Vadsar tree museum,

Kalali lake

5 04.04.2025 |Site Visit with Municipal | Vadsar tree museum,

Commissioner Kalali lake, Vadsar ox-
bow

6 06.04.2025 | Site Visit at Vadodara zoo

7 07.04.2025 | Site Visit with VMC for bank | Mangal Pandey
stabilisation - coir work Bridge: sample 1

8 12.04.2025 | Akota - Dandia Bazaar |Masaiya Kaans
kaans

9 23.04.2025 |Introduction meeting with |At VMC conference
VMC new Municipal | room
Commissioner

10 23.04.2025 |Meeting with Collector, | At New Collectorate,
Vadodara conference room

16
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11 23.04.2025 | Site visit with VMC Team, | Vadsar tree museum,
Municipal Commissioner, | Kalali lake
Dr. Shital Mistry
12 25.04.2025 |Site Visit with Irrigation |Junctions of Riverine
Dept. areas & Bullet train:
Khallipur bridge,
jambua confluence,
Thikariya bridge
13 28.04.2025 |Site Visit with Irrigation | All junctions of
Dept. Riverine areas &
Bullet train
14 02.05.2025 | Site Visit At Mangal Pandey
bridge - turtle death
location
15 03.05.2025 | Site Visit with VMC At Mangal Pandey
bridge, Sama
bharwadvaas, Dena
(NHAI)
16 06.05.2025 | Site Visit with VMC | At Dena, Kapurai,
Commisioner, VMC officials, | Jambua, near Maretha
NHAI, Bullet Train
17 06.05.2025 | Meeting with NHAI, Bullet | At VMC conference
Train, Irrigation | room
Department, VMC
engineers, Municipal
Commissioner, Futuristic
Planning Cell, VMC.
18 07.05.2025 | Site Visit All bridge locations -

After rain event

17
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19 13.05.2025 | Meeting with  Collector, | At New Collectorate,
Vadodara, NHAI, Bullet|conference room
Train, Irrigation
Department.

20 15.05.2025 |Site visit with VMC and | Mangal Pandey bridge
consultant for bank
stabilisation - coir

21 19.05.2025 | Meeting with VMC officials | At VMC - office of City

and Bullet Train Engineer

Observations

The following observations are made by this Committee on the basis of site visit

observations, drone video reviews, and meetings with the various authorities and

agencies:

1.

The interventions and activity of the VMC and Irrigation Departments are
limited to the banks of the Vishwamitri River and not in the floodplain areas
that includes ravines, wetlands, oxbows, etc. This activity should be
considered as a beginning towards the implementation of the National
Green Tribunal Order dated 25.05.2021, Principal Bench in Application O.
A. No. 228/2020 (Earlier O. A. No. 49/2016 (WZ)) and Execution Application
No. 45/2016 (WZ) (Rohit Prajapati & Anr V/s Secretary, MoEF & CC & Ors.).

The focus of this initiative seems to remove only 'silt” and soil; while it is
important to remove sediment soil over a period of time, it is essential to
note that such soil contributes significantly towards the health and integrity
of the river. Removal of C&D waste (debris), and municipal solid waste
should be the priority and focus to rejuvenate the river system as they are

the pollutants that impede in the effective functioning of the river system.

There are many locations where debris and municipal solid wastes still
persists and even after repeated suggestions, have not been removed.

18
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The removal of debris and municipal solid waste from locations mentioned
in the joint inspection with GPCB reports of 2017, 2019, and 2021 have yet

to be addressed.

Prima facie, the procurement of required permissions, tendering processes,
and actions on the ground were behind schedule that have led to
complexities, delay in decision making leading to shortcomings and

compromises.

In the present scenario, the dumping of untreated and partially treated
sewage in the context of river pollution has not been considered and
addressed towards the Rejuvenation of the Vishwamitri River. The Orders:
(a) Supreme Court Order, dated 22.02.2017, Writ Petition (Civil) No. 375
of 2012 (Paryavaran Suraksha Samiti & Anrs V/s Union of India & Ors), and
(b) National Green Tribunal, Principal Bench, Delhi, Order, dated
22.02.2021, Original Application No. 593 of 2017, (Paryavaran Suraksha
Samiti & Anrs V/s Union of India & Ors) is not being implemented in letter

and spirit. The said Orders are attached as Annexure G.

The confluence areas of the tributaries, natural storm water ways and
‘kaans’ are critical to the integrity of the River system and are yet to be

addressed.

The removal of debris at specific locations emphasized by this committee
between Sama and Mangal Pandey Bridge facilitated the reconnections of
the natural meanders. The complete removal of debris from these meanders

is suggested but yet to be addressed.

It is observed that the Masiya kaans from Sur Sagar along Chatrapati
Shivaji Road to J. N. Road has been converted to a pipe and further
converted into a culvert along Navlakhi ground on Maharani Shantadevi
Road where it meets the Vishwamitri river. This compromises the effective

flow of stormwaters and the ‘kaans’ should be reinstated.

The “re-sectioning” and “desilting” exercise has highlighted the bottleneck
situation due to existing bridges at two prominent locations: a) Sama old
bridge near Siddharth Bungalows, b) Kala Ghoda bridge.

19



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

GSHRC Vishwamitri Committee Report#1

Adhoc, abrupt, and unnecessary removal of vegetation along the banks
have been observed where there is no indication of debris or municipal solid
waste. It has resulted in steep to vertical slopes that would be prone to
erosion during the upcoming monsoons. This has occurred despite repeated

suggestions as to not disturb such areas.

Accidental death of Flapshell Turtle at Mangal Pandey bridge during

operations at late evening hours.

For the purpose of bank stabilisation, as conveyed earlier and expected to
be adhered to, the removal of debris and application of ecological
engineering measures should have been a simultaneous action. In the
context of the current situation, it seems that the tenders in both
jurisdictions, may have underestimated the quantification for ecological
engineering materials. Also, it is important to note that the process of both,
the debris removal and bank stabilisation is behind schedule. Hence, in the
wake of upcoming monsoons, for bank stabilisation, the application of
ecologial engineering measures should be prioritised for erosional banks
and steep slopes.

The ongoing works related to expansion (surface and bridges) of existing
National Highway 48 by NHAI has created temporary and semi-temporary
and permanent (at some locations) obstructions in the riverine areas and
natural storm water ways that impede the effective flow of water. This was
not addressed proactively and in a timely manner by the concerned
authorities who were then repeatedly asked to share their action plans,

which have not yet been received.

The completed works related to the Mumbai-Delhi Expressway (Bharuch-
Vasad stretch) by NHAI has created permanent obstructions in natural flow
of water during rains from east to west. This creates a ‘bottle neck’ situation
at Dhadhar river near Sadad village of Vadodara district, and impedes the
effective flow of water. As a result of this, the surrounding villages were
also waterlogged in the monsoons of 2024. These impediments were not
addressed proactively and in a timely manner by the concerned authorities
who were then repeatedly asked to share their action plans, which have not

yet been received.
20
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The Bullet Train Project also has constructed their pillars at multiple
locations in the river bed, on the river banks, and active floodplains of the
Vishwamitri River. During our meetings, it was conveyed to us that a linear
infrastructure railway project does not require environment clearances. The
various required permissions that were sought and received by them are
awaited. The remedial plans for these obstructions were not addressed
proactively and in a timely manner by the concerned authorities who were
then repeatedly asked to share their action plans, which have not yet been

received.

A comprehensive plantation plan is yet to be formulated, inspite of repeated

suggestions.

Adhoc re-carpeting of roads in the absence of topographic considerations
have led to increase of road levels, resulting in waterlogging during rainy

days.

Aquifer (confined and unconfined) and subsurface flow regime data need to

be acquired and analysed to resolve sinkholes and waterlogging.
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Recommendations:

The following recommendations are made by this Committee on the basis of site

visit observations, drone video reviews, and meetings with the various authorities

and agencies:

1.

To truly rejuvenate the Vishwamitri River in letter and spirit, the mapped
and demarcated floodplains, and other vital components (ravines, wetlands,

ponds, and tributaries, and ‘kaans’) should be reverted to the river system.

To truly rejuvenate the Vishwamitri River in letter and spirit, ravines,
wetlands, ponds, and tributaries, and ‘kaans’ need to be freed from debris,
municipal solid waste, and sewage, and ecological engineering approaches
need to be applied to areas beyond the banks, and across the watershed of
the Vishwamitri River from Pavagadh to the Gulf of Khambat as per the
River definition of the said NGT Order.

The areas that are not infected by debris and municipal solid wastes should

be protected.

A drone survey of all tributaries, waterways, “kaans”, ponds, wetlands, and
oxbows must be conducted, analysed, and shared with this committee for
the scientific rejuvenation of the Vishwamitri River system.

There are many locations along the river, tributaries, oxbows, and ravines
from where obstructions, debris and municipal solid wastes still need to be
removed. For example:

a. Bharwadvaas, Sama, south east of Bhimnath bridge, behind Akota
Smashaan.

b. Bottlenecks at Sama bridge at Siddhartha bungalows, Narhari hospital
bridge, Kala Ghoda bridge, Munjhmahuda bridge, new bridge at
Khiskholi circle.

c. Clear bund walls created in river bed.

d. Pipes crossing the river beds at many locations.

Meanders, where possible, should be reinstated as repeatedly suggested by

this committee. For example:
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11.

12.

13.

14.
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a. Through EME campus, and behind Parth School at Mangal Pandey
bridge.

b. At EME campus opposite Ratri Bazaar.

c. Behind Gujarat Samachar, VUDA building and Sandesh buildings.

d. Behind Akota crematorium

Identify and reconnect tributaries and kaans. For example:

a. From SSG hospital to the river (opp. New Sayaji Hotel)

b. Behind jail road and Darshanam society.

c. Police lines kaans, Akota

d. Alkapuri (Jetalpur road) to Akota police lines

All tributaries, natural storm water ways, and kaans should be reconnected,

restored (open to sunlight, removal of culverts, etc.) wherever possible.

A separate Riverine plan must be formulated for the demarcated floodplain
areas of the watershed to be implemented and monitored by a distinct
administrative agency in collaboration with all concerned authorities. No
activity or projects should be allowed / approved till the said plan is

formulated and sanctioned.

The river ecosystem and her components should be integrated with all
Development Plans, Town Planning Schemes and various Projects in urban
and rural areas across the watershed.

An ecological consultant should be engaged to recommend, design, and
monitor the plantation plan in a scientific manner to protect and conserve

the riparian river banks, biodiversity patches and corridors.

The reconstruction of existing bridges and the construction new bridges

should not have any intrusions within the river.

No increase in levels of roads should be allowed in the absence of
topographical studies. A comprehensive road network plan of the entire city
should be formulated that integrates all natural water networks (river,
tributaries, ponds, kaans, wetlands, oxbows).

Review and revisit the paving scheme by the various authorities to address
the waterlogging and hindrance in infiltration leading to depletion of ground

water tables and aquifers.
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15. The \MC to devica & system SO that municipal solid waste and C&D debris
- e (8]

is not dumped into the rive
16. It is important to note that t

deposited to fill up low lying @ _ %
authorities, agencies and private entities.

r by local citizens, contractors, developers.
he removal of debris and soil should not be
reas and at locations that could impede the

flow of surface waters by the

17. During discussions with the officials, it was recognized that in lieu of the

various tasks that need to be accomp
should be adequately staffed with permanent employees possessing

lished, the concerned authorities

required skillsets and technical expertise.
18. Capacity building and continued learning workshops must be conducted

with existing staff and officials to enhance their skillsets.

This committee humbly believes that the task of Suo Motu case by the GSHRC and
this committee towards the implementation of the NGT Order dated 25.05.2021 in
letter and spirit, needs to extend beyond and further than the current activities
undertaken by the VMC and Irrigation Department. This committee will submit
subsequent reports with the progression of work.

(\J\W

Neha Sarwate,

Environmental and Urban Planner

Dr. Ranjitsinh Devkar, PhD,
Environment Activist, Researcher, and Zoologist

Writer

Dr. Jitendra Gavali
ali, PhD, Mitesh Panchal, Architect and Urban

Botanist
Planner
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Annexure A: GSHRC Order dated 06.03.2025
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Annexure B: GSHRC Order dated 01.04.2025
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Annexure C: National Green Tribunal Order dated
25.05.2021

Item No. 03 (Court Ne. 1)

BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

(By Video Conferencing)
Original Application No. 228/2020
(Earlier O.A. No. 49/2016 (WZ))
WITH
Execution Application No. 45/2016(WZ)
Rohit Prajapati & Anr. Applicant(s)
Versus

Secretary, MoEF & CC & Ors. Respondent(s)

Date of hearing: 25.05.2021

CORAM: HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE ADARSH KUMAR GOEL, CHAIRPERSON
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE SUDHIR AGARWAL, JUDICIAL MEMBER
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE M. SATHYANARAYANAN, JUDICIAL MEMBER
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE BRIJESH SETHI, JUDICIAL MEMBER
HON’BLE DR. NAGIN NANDA, EXPERT MEMBER

Applicant: Mr. Rohit Prajapati, Applicant in person
Respondent: Mr. Maulik Nanavati, Advocate for the State of Gujarat

ORDER

1 Grievance in the application, originally filed before the Pune Bench
on 07.04.2016, was against the Vishwamitri Riverfront Development Project
(VRDP) at Vadodra, Gujrat, in viclation of environmental norms. Broad
averments of the applicants are that the project violated the EIA
Notification, 2006, requiring prior EC, after assessment of the impact of
the project on environment. The project in question adversely impacted
the environment, particularly the Vishwamitri River wetlands, ravines,
inter-connectivity with other water bodies, floodplains, flora and fauna,

biodiversity, etc. The River consists of catchments, floodplains, tributaries,
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ponds, river-bed and adjoining ravines which, along with the soils and
vegetation on both sides, is the river’s natural mechanism to retain the
additional water, prevent floods and provide habitat for various species.
River harbours and interacts with innumerable organisms like microbes,
plants and animals. Itis a natural, living organic part of a larger ecological
system. River is also a network of tributaries, floodplains and ponds
spread over its basin and the estuary. The Vishwamitri River originates
from Pavagadh Hill, north-east of Vadodara City, has a unique ecosystem,
bearing a plethora of beautiful ravines right from its beginning till its end.
Of paramount importance in its ecology is the presence of the highly
protected species, the Indian crocodile (Crocodylus palustries- Mugger
Crocodile) and Turtles. The crocodiles, turtles and other species have been
inhabiting and breeding in stretches of the Vishwamitri River for many
years. This species is categorized as nationally Sulnerable’, subsequent
to an assessment following IUCN criteria for threatened species (Molur and
Walker 1998) and has the highest legal protection in India. It is listed in
Schedule I to the Indian Wildlife (Protection} Act, 1972. The importance of
this species is illustrated by the multiple legal and policy efforts which
have been developed by the Government of India to protect the crocodile
population. Indian Crocodile Conservation Project’ was launched as early
as the late 1960s. Subsequently, the crocodile and Turtle have been
included in Appendix-I of Convention of International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) and brought under Schedule-1 of The Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972. Any activity against the survival of the highly protected species,
without approval by the State Wildlife Board /National Wildlife Board and
the Government of India is illegal. The construction activity commenced
on or about 25.10.2015 to which objections were raised. There were other

illegal activities in the river, resulting in damage to the riverine ecology.
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The activities included dumping of the solid waste, illegal constructions,
etc. The flood water course changed because of illegal constructions. The
T.P Scheme No.66 in Bhimnath Lake - a water body and was thus illegal.

The map of the boundary of the lake was not complete.

2 The petition first came up for hearing on 28.04.2016 when notice
was issued to the respondents i.e. MoEF&CC and the authorities of the
State of Gujarat. Vide order dated 25.05.2016, this Tribunal restrained the
Vadodara Municipal Corporation (VMC), from proceeding with the

development activities within the area of VRDP project.

3. The stand of the VMC is that the project has not yet been finalized.
It was only at conceptual stage. The project was to beautify and rejuvenate
the river for the benefit of the general public. It will increase the flood
carrying capacity, clean the river and protect the habitat of the wildlife. It
will be integrated with the development of the city without any damage to
the environment. A Consultant was hired for preparing the feasibility
report. Based on the said report, a consultant was hired for the EIA report.
Thereafter, EIA application was made to the SEIAA, Gujarat. However,
later, a decision was taken to withdraw the application, before any activity
was undertaken. Representation of the applicant was considered about
the construction activity around the Vishwamitri River, unrelated to the
project. Construction of bridge from Sama to Harni was necessary for
connectivity of the two areas to reduce travel time. The said matter was
pending before the Gujarat High Court and acquisition was stayed.
Construction of retaining wall along the Sama-Savli road on the edge of
Sama Talav was part of conservation process to beautify the pond which
was subject matter of O.A No. 102/2015 before the Tribunal. Construction

activity near Sanjay Nagar- Mangal Pandey Road including retention wall
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work/works/acts and activities was in pursuance of Notification dated
27.01.2014 for development of slum area which was upheld by the Gujarat
High Court in Writ Petition (PIL) No. 170 of 2014. The said order was
affirmed by the Division Bench and later by the Hon'ble Supreme Court in
Special Leave Petition (Civil) No. 22522 of 2014. Applications were also
filed before the High Court by the residents being Civil Application No.
17025 of 2014 and Special Civil Application No. 17142/2014 which were
dismissed by Single Bench and later Letters Patent Appeal No. 1401 of
2014 was dismissed by the Division Bench. Special Leave to Appeal (Civil)
No. 5839 of 2015 was dismissed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court on
22.09.2015. Another Letters Patent Appeal No. 915 of 2015 was dismissed
on 07.05.2015 and Special Leave Petition (Civil) (CC) No. 6394 of 2016 was
dismissed on 11.04.2016. With regard to construction in the river bed,
Writ Petition (PIL) No. 90 of 2016 was filed in which no interim order was
granted. With regard to destruction of historical sites and features in
Sanaynagar, levelling land for construction project near Narhari Hospital,
construction work near Bhimnath Bridge and filling of Bhimnath Talav,
dumping of debris and discharge of untreated sewage in the river, the

Corporation has denied the allegations.

4, The applicant also filed Execution Application alleging violation of

interim order being E.A No. 45 of 2016 (WZ).

5. Both the matters were last considered on 06.10.2020 when the Pune
Bench directed the matter to be transferred to the Principal Bench.
Accordingly, the matter has been listed today before this Bench. We have

heard learned counsel for the parties and perused the record.

6. We find that apart from the main issue with regard to construction

of VRDA project without requisite EIA, several issues have also been
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raised. Under Rule 14 of the NGT (Practices and Procedures) Rules, 2011,
an application has to be based on ‘single cause of action’ or causes of
action ‘consequential to one another’. Admittedly, the project in question
against which the applicant had the grievance has been given up. Other
issues illegal constructions affecting the riverine ecology of Vishwamitri
River, according to the VMC are independent of the said project. However,
Shri Maulik Nanavati, learned counsel appearing for the VMC as well as
other Authorities of the State of Gujarat states that all grievances of the
applicant will be duly addressed and if any particular grievance remains,
the applicant can take remedies independently, in accordance with law. It
is submitted that some of the grievances are sub judice before the High
Court and some grievances are covered by judicial orders. The applicant
however submits that all constructions and other issues are incidental to

the VRDP and once VRDP given up status quo ante needs to be restored.

7. We have considered the rival contentions. Vishwamitri River is one
of 351 identified polluted river stretches, identified as such by the Central
Pollution Control Board. The issue of rejuvenation of the said polluted river
stretches has been exhaustively considered by this Tribunal in OA
673/2018. The Tribunal directed constitution of a River Rejuvenation
Committee in each State/UT to prepare and execute an action plan for
restoration of each of such polluted stretches to give effect to the rule of
law in a time bound manner. Such action plans have been prepared and
approved by the CPCB and their execution is to be overseen by the Chief
Secretary in the State and Central Monitoring Committee headed by the
Secretary, Ministry of Jalshakti at the National level. The action plan is to
address the issues relating to demarcation, protection of flood plain zone
and maintaining minimum environment flow. The other consequential

and incidental issues like sewage treatment, management of waste,
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preventing encroachment, etc. are also covered by the action plan.
Demarcation of the entire flood plain zone of the river needs to be
undertaken. Further, steps are required for plantation and maintaining
the integrity of the river in totality. While directing consideration of all the
issues by the applicants, we reiterate the direction for implementation of
the “Vishwamitri River Action Plan” including the steps for removal of
unauthorised structures, demarcation and protection of flood plain zone
and other action points as per the river restoration plan. They may give a
consolidated representation within two weeks listing all pending issues on
which consideration and action be completed by the concerned authorities
within three months. The applicants will be at liberty to take appropriate

remedy if any further grievance survives.

8. In view of the above, leaving the remedy of the applicants open, as
above, O.A No. 228/2020 (Earlier O.A. No. 49/2016 (WZ)) and Execution

Application No. 45/2016(WZ) will stand disposed of.

Adarsh Kumar Goel, CP

Sudhir Agarwal, JM

M. Sathyanarayanan, JM

Brijesh Sethi, JM

Dr. Nagin Nanda, EM

May 25, 2021

Original Application No. 228/2020

(Earlier O.A. No. 49/2016 (WZ))

WITH Execution Application No. 45/2016(WZ)
AB
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Annexure D: SEIAA Permission 21.01.2025

MAULIKA SHAH GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MEMBER SECRETARY MOEF & CC

SEIAA (GUJARAT) STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT

ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY
GUJARAT

No. SEIAAIGUJIECI55/2025 pate: 2 1 JAN 2025  BYRPAD

Sub: Exemption of Environment Clearance for “Vishwamitri River Flood Mitigation & River Flood Mitigation & River
Rejuvenation with associated activities” at river stretch of Vishwamitr river Proposed by Vadodara Municipal

Corporation,
Ref:  Your Proposal No: SIAIGJINFRAZ/513184/2024,

Dear Sir,
The SEAC, Gujarat vide their letter dated 30/12/2024 had recommencded to the SEIAA, Gujarat, for exemption of EC for
above-mentioned project based on SEAC meeting held on 13/12/2024.

The project aclvity is covered in 8(b) and falls in Category 'B'. Since the proposed project is in item no.8 of the EIA notlfication,
2006, exemption from Public Consultation as per Para 7(i) 1l Stage (3) (i) (b) of EIA Netification, 2008,

1. Details of the Application/Project:

« \adodara Municipal Corporation propased Vishwamitr river regulation and flood mifigation measure with associated
aclivities

«  Prasent land use of site is waler body (Vishwamiti river) & its trbutaries { Le. Kans/Nala) with having removable
debris & siltation which interrupt the natural flow of water as well as decrease ihe storage capacity of river water
body and have potential to create flood with impacting surrounding/nearby area.

« By removing unnecessary debris & siltation the water carrying capacity as well as storage capacity of river water
body will be increased and will give sigpificant advantage in flood control during monsoan period,

2. Salient features of the project submitted by the Project proponent

% of Graen Bell Provided: 103 2Ha( |.e. Govt. land available either side of nver considered tree plantation}
Land Use Change Required : Nil

Sources of Air(+Noise) Pollution: During Construction Only

Operation Phase : NIL

Estimated Tatal Project Cost: 65 Crores

EMPICER Cost 3.08 Cr (2 % of project cost as per As per MoEF & CC office Memerandum vide F.No 22-
£5/2017-14, |ll, Dated 01.05.2018)

Water consumptionDay: 120KLD

Source of Water, Nearby Municipal Source

Permission from CGWA or any other agency: NA

Energy Consumption:

Constuctian phase

Source: D.G. Set

Constructien priase demand. 75 KVA D.G. Set (3 x 25 KVA)

Operation phase:

Source of Elecingity: MGVCL I
Operatian phase demand: 500 KW |
However, GNG DG set provision will be made as per availability which will significantly reduce Air
pollutionfEmission

Kind of Fuel Usad: Diesel

& QuanttyofFuelused: G4 WWWH .. o o]

Office: Gujarat Pollution Control Board, "Paryavaran Bhavan“Sector-10 A, Gandhinagar- 182010 Tage bci3
Phone No,=1079) 232-32152.232-41514 Fax No.a-{079) 232-22784
F-mail : méssiaagi20246 pmail.com, Website: waww.seind, gujurat gov.in

#
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+  Waste Water Generated/Day 10KLD {Only during construction phase from the domestic use and same will |
be collecled appropriately and digposed through nearby municipal drain. No any toxic or hazardous waste |
water generated during construction phase. ) |

= Treatment facility with Capacity and current operation Capacity: NA

«  Mode of Discharge: Mobile STP provision as per requirement

3. Environment Sensitivity:
* Forest Land. Not Involved
« National ParkiSanctuary: Not Involved
« ESZ Notification: Not Applicable
* No Development Zone : Not Involved
* land/Schedule - Species: Yes
= The proposed project area nol coming any Protected Area Notified Under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972,

«  However, Vishwamitri River having crocodile {Crocodylus palustris) and Indian softshell turtle (Milssonia gangetica)
comes under Schedule 1 species as per Wild Life (Frotection) Act, 1872,

« However, necessary precaufionary measures will be taken in the interest of wild animal, as decided by SEAG:

Sr. Particulars Details of Application/Proposal No. Permission/Clearance
Mo, Status
1 Forest Mot Applicable (Based on Joint site Survey along with NA
Clearance Forest official conducted on 06.12 2024) |
2 WLS As the Vishwamitn River is not a part of any Wild life Under Process
Clearance Sanctuary , National Park or Eco sensitive Zone online
application for WLS not envisaged However, s
Vishwamitri  River having crocodile  (Crocodylus A e ot
palustris} and Indian softshell lurtle (Nilssonia gangetica) s /-*'

comes under Schedule 1 species as per Wild Life
{Protection) Act, 1972 Hence, manual application for
filled forms (CAF, Panl |, Part I, Undertaking etg)
submitted to DCFICWW vide lefter
VMCWLVishwamitri/396/2024-25, Dated 07.12.2024

¥

4. Committee deliberated on the following in SEAC VC Meeting dated: 13-12-2024 as under: e

¥ Justify why your project needs EC.
¥ Justify with the guidelines why your projct is riot exempted from the EC.

§.  Committee deliberated on the following in the SEAC VC Meeting dated 18-12-2024 as Table Agenda as under:

¥ Committee referred the MoEFCC Office Memorandum dated; 12-07-2023 stating that

“Based on the recommendations of the EAC and keeping in view the direction of Hon'ble NGT, the
matter has been examined by the Ministry in detail and it is hereby directed that the exemption from
EC provided vide S.0. 1224 (E) dated 28 03.2020 for dredging and desilting of dams, reservoirs,
weirs, barrages, nver and canals shall be subject to Environmental Safeguards as proposed in the
Nafional Framework for Sediment Management (copy enclosed) issued by the Ministry of Jal
Sha‘kii. Deparment of Water Resources, River and Development Mamarandum”,

%

¥ w:i'qhsemed that the project proponent has applied for dredging and desilling of river which falls under categary
1(a) ot the EIA Notification, 2006 However the PP has applied funder Category 8(a) Considering area development
project.

¥ Itwes furiher observed by the Committee that no any construction work proposed by the PP under this project.

¥ Commiltee observed that there will be activilies like desilting and dredging in the river. PP was asked 1o submit the
name of depariment who will claim of desiiting material.

¥ Whether material reclaimed will be used for commercial purpose or Government usa?

—_——————— .

Office: Gujarat Pollution Control Board, "Paryavaran Bhavan“Secior-10 A, Gandhinagar-382010  Page 2 of &
Phone No.:- (179) 232-32152,232-41514 Fax No.:-{079) 232-22784

E-mail : msseinagi2024@gmail com, Website:- www, seiaa.gujarat,gov.in
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Any specific mineral or mineral beneficiation anticipated from the project,

Action plan with distribution of work with time limit and season details. PP shall not do activity in monsoon season
Method of dredging to be incorporated like Mechanical or manual dredging.

Details of the storage of dredged material with identification of the spols and its land acquisition for details of land
used for storage is under jurisdiction of which department?

PP was asked to undertake that there shall be no EcalogicallEnvironmental Disturbance.

Conservation plan/ activities proposed to save Sch- | species shall be submitted,

PP was asked to justify the need for this activity.

Disaster Management plan.

PF was asked to undertake/ commit wrt all activities proposed during the presentation.

AR

c e ot S e

Later on PP vide letter dated 21-12-2024 has submitted as under;

¥ Vadodara city has experienced flood due to 80 inchs rain during the year July 1927, 1974, 1876,1984, 2014, 2019 and
2024

«  Around 40% Vadodara was submerged under fliood watérs of Vishwamitri River. Hence,, State Government has
direcled immediately to start necessary work 1o prevent fiood situation in Vadodara city. The work requires remaoving
debris and silt from the river Rejuveration Project and to be completed before August 2025

+ By this activity the carrying capacity of the nver will increase up to 1100 cumecs significantly reducing flood reduction
by 51%.

¥ Vishwamitn river has crocodile and Indian shell Turtule which falls under Schedule 1 Species and necessary
precautionary measures in the interest of wild animal as well as environmental safeguards for dredging/ desilling as
per Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change Office Memorandum dated 12-07-2023 will be undertaken.

¥ PP has submittéd undertakings through their letter dated 19-12-2024 as under:

o Care will be taken to ensure that the Wild animals are not injured.
o In addition to the above operations, if the need arises, the crocodiles and Indian softshell turtles will be safely rescue
and released in the Vishwamitn River in coondination with forest depariment.
¢ Suitable places will be kept on the river banks for such species so that such species can lay and incubate thair aggs.
¢ llegal sewerage oullet draining into Vishwantitd Raver shall be stopped,
o Necessary resources and manpower will be provided to prevent confiict between crocodiles and humans and to
prevent injury to crocodiles and humans as per forest department guidance & Supervision.
o Plantation of indigenous species of trees like Vad, Pipal, Umro, Desi Simlo, Pangaro, Setur, Khakharo etc. will be
planted on either side of river Vishwamitri as well as in the open land within the Vadodara City in coordination with
i forest depariment.
v e Wvater: required  during  construction period for  varous purposes (e, Drinking, Cooking, Cleaning
T WashingMopping/Sanitary, Spraying for dust Suppression, Green Belt Development efc.) to the tune of 120KLD
which will be met through nearby Municipal Source through tanker supply, Waste water generated will be 10KLD
temporary bases only dunng the construction period from the domestic use only and same will be collected &
disposed through Mobile STPNearby Municipal sewage drain,
& Al vehicles/machineries (le. JCB, Dumper, Pockland etc ) will be kept with safe distance at available nearby non-

»  productive government land on lemporary bases.

o Al vehicles/machineries used confirming to stipulate emission noms as per the CPCB standards. Water will be
sprinkled to mitigate the dust generated from the movement of vehicles at site.

o Al vehiclesimachineries used will be well maintained to avoid noise pollution.

o Excavated material generated from the of re-sectioning /desilting/debris removal activities will be collected
appropriately on either side of River where non-productive Govt. land available and same will be utilized for Gaovt
purpose in on-going Govt. projects

o The entire cperation will be carned out in the presence of the local forest department officials and staff under their
technical guidance and supervision.

o Any other measures suggested by the forest department will be taken by the Vadodara Municipal Corporation.

o Terms and condition of the approval of the forest depariment shall be abided by the Vadodara Municipal
Caorporation,

6. SEAC observed and deliverated as per Hon'ble NGT Order of Principal Bench vide OLA No. 228/2020 (Earlier O.A No
4912016 (WZ)) Rohit Prajapati & Anr. Vs Secretary, MoEFCC & Ors dated 25-05-2021 was disposed with a direction of
implementation of “Vishwamitri River Action Plan” including steps for removal of unauthorized struciures, demarcation
and protection of flood plain zone and other aclion points as per the river restoration plan. )
—_——————————
Otfice: Gujarat Pollution Control Board, "Paryavaran Bhavan “Sector- 10 A, Gandhinagar-382010 Page 3 o' §
Phone MNo.:- (079) 232-32152,232-41514 Fax No.-{(079) 232-22784
E-mail : msseiaagj20245 gmail.com, Website:- Www seias_ gujarat.gov.in
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7. SEAG examined the detailed contents of this dredging-Desilting project. SEAG discussed and observed that aclivity
proposed is disaster Flood related Mitigation activity which involves removal of silt debris refated sediments so as to
ingrease the water refention capacity of river, which in absence of such activity, results in large scale floading, erosion of
river banks and has been causing immense damage to agricultura land, preductivity and human [ife. SEAC also noted
that till now such action has not been taken and present proposal is Flood mitigation measure by authorilies, in response
to large scale flood in Vishwamiti river which caused huge damage to life and property, in Vadodara and alang its
COurse.

8. BEACL fock note of clanficalions and stipulated conditions for dredging and desilting in river. It noted that in the proposed
dredging desiling operation, implementation and compliance of environmental safeguard to be followed, as per the
guidelines provided in the National Framework for Sediment, Management issued by the Ministry of Jal Shakli,
Department of Water Resources, River and Development Memorandum™ have been provided. The key aspectof
period and duration of dredging-desitting, its collection at sites, under the control of autherities, ensure that
productive land is profected, the malerial dredged is utilized in depariment road filling works and due precaution is
committed to be taken to aveid any harm to existing crocodile population wherein activities will be done in coordination
with local forest officers.

10 comply with the Hon'ble NGT Order in the matter of O.A No. 228/2020 (Earlier O.A No 491 )i .

Authority discussed proposals forwarded by SEAC of dredging desilting of Vishwamitri River stretch specifically for flood routing ;
and for improvemant of health of river water system, Wy

After careful consideration and discussion, SEIAA hereby exemption of Environmental Clearance to above praject under the
provisions of EIA Notification dated 14" September 2006 subject to the compliance of the follewing conditions.

This has reference to your onfine application dated 04/12/2024 along with Farm-l, Farm-IA submitied to SEIAA. The project
activity is covered in B(b) and is of 'B* Category.

The proposal was considered by SEIAA, Gujarat in its meeting held on 10/01/2025 at Gandhinagar. After careful
consideration, the SEIAA hereby decided for Exemption of Environment Clearance, based on SEAC recommendation
of proposed project for Flood Mitigation Measure & River Rejuvenation With Associated Activities of Vishwamitri
River, Vadodara.

Authority chserved the SEAC opinion wit OM of MOEF & CC dated 10 07 2023, which stipulated certain condition and exemption
of such project from EC regime. Exemption not only based on specific activity desilting but alse with appropriate safe guards
including safeguards of wildlife and their appropriate rehabilitation plan as approved by competent authority in State Government /
MoEF & CC. Municipal corporation, Vadodara shall prepare plan for invelving quantity of desilting, depth and its disposal and
follow the sediment management issued by Ministry of Jalshakti Deparment of water rescurces, River & development
memorandum and put it In the public demain, subject to the review by GPCEB and department of forest, GoG. After deliberation,
Authority agreed with SEAC opinion as per OM of MoEF & CC dated 12.7.2023 & it is hereby exempted from Environmental
Clearance with condition for submitting detalls as well as considering SEAC recommendation, and other conditions are
as under:

1, Proponent shall strictly follow all safe guards as per provisions mentioned in National framework for sediment managemeant
issued by Ministry of Jalshakti Department of waler resources, River & development memerandum,
2. Proponent shall provide adequate Green Bett & its exact area, as per their submission to this office.

W
Office: Gujarat Pollition Control Board, "Paryavaran Bhavan“Sector-10 A, Gandhinagar-382010  Page 4 of 5
Phone Mo (079) 232-32152.232-41514 Fax No.-{079) 232-22784
E-mail : msseiaagi2024a@ amail com, Website:- www.seiaa. gujaral.gov.in
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3 Proponent shall stan desilting work only after obtaining necessary permission form other competent authorities like Municipal
corporation, Vadodara and forest department under Wildiife Protection Act, 1972 and others etc

4. Municipal corporation, Vadodara shall prepare plan for involving total quantity of desilting area wise, depth and its disposal
and follow the sediment management plan issued by Ministry of Jalshakti Cepartment of water resources, River &
development memerandum and put it in the public domain. subject to the review by GPCB and depariment of forest, GoG.

5. Proponent shall strictly adhere to compliance of Hon'ble NGT Order of Principal Bench vide O.A No. 228/2020
(Earfier O.A No 48/2016 (WZ)) Rohit Prajapati & others vs Secretary, MoEF&CC & Ors. Dated 25-05-2021 was
disposed with a direction of implementation of “Vishwamitri River Action Plan”.

6. Proponent shall take necessary precautionary steps for controlling of dust during desilting as well as during conveyance
penod and submit detail

7. Water required during construction pertod for varous purposes (l.e. Drinking, Cocking, Cleaning / Washing / Mopping/
Sanitary, spraying for dust Suppression, Green Bell Developmeant efc.) to the tune of 120 KLD, which will be met through
nearty Municipal Source through tanker supply.

8. Wastewater generated will be 10 KLD temporary bases only during the construction period from the domestic use only and
same will be collecled & disposed through Mobile STP/Nearby Municipal sewage drain

1
-

ULIKA SHAH)
Member Secretary

Issu H
\/Vg:r: Municipal Corporation Khanderav Market, Vadodara, Gujarat-380001

Office: Gujarat Pollution Control Board, "Paryavaran Bhavan “Sector-10 A. Gandhinagar-382010  Page 5 of §
Phone No.:- (079) 232-32152,232-41514 Fax No.-(079) 232-22784
E-mail : msseiaagi2024igmail.com, Website:- www.seiaa. gujarat.gov.in
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Annexure F: Visits, Meetings, and Discussions

01.04.2025: GSHRC Hearing

Location: Gandhinagar
Time:

Attendee:

Rohit Prajapati

Neha Sarwate
Krishnakant Chauhan

Subject: Suo Motu for Vishwamitri River towards Implementation of NGT Order dated 25.05.2021

Formation of the Vishwamitri Committee by the GSHRC to comprise of the following members:
Neha Sarwate, Environmental and Urban Planner;

Rohit Prajapati, Environment Activist, Researcher, and Writer;

Dr Ranjitsinh Devkar, PhD, Zoologist;

Dr Jitendra Gavali, PhD, Botanist;

Mitesh Panchal, Architect and Urban Planner

Vi e
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02.04.2025: Meeting with Vadodara District Collector

Subject: GSHRC Suo Motu Order

Location: O. P. Road, Diwalipura, Vadodara
Time: 12.00 pm to 01.00 pm

Attendee:

Rohit Prajapati

Neha Sarwate

Jitendra Gavali

Mitesh Panchal

Discussions:

1.

2.
3.
4

Introduction of the overall work, 25.05.2021 onwards till date, to the Collector.

Schedule meeting with the Irrigation Department in the upcoming week.

Point of contact for all communications will be Neha Sarwate & Jitendra Gavali.

Prior to the Irrigation Department team meeting, documents related to ongoing work, will be
shared with this committee.
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03.04.2025: Site Visit with Vadodara Municipal Commissioner

Location: On site: Bhimnath Bridge & Bhimnath (Jamwadi) Lake
Time: 3:30 to 4:30 pm

Attendees:

Rohit Prajapati

Neha Sarwate

Jitendra Gavali

Mitesh Panchal

Reporting:
1. Work is in progress and debris will be removed.
2. Connection between lake and river needs to be deliberated upon.

L
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03.04.2025: Site Visit of Committee Members

Location: On site: Behind Vadsar tree museum & Kalali Lake
Time: 4:30 to 5:30 pm

Attendee:

Rohit Prajapati

Neha Sarwate

Jitendra Gavali

Mitesh Panchal

Reporting:
1. Need to remove more debris, municipal solid waste & silt from the river bank towards the tree
museum corner.
2. Need to verify elevations and invert levels of adjacent areas to prevent potential overflow into
residential areas.
3. Below maps indicates straightening of the river at the said location where Kalali lake used to be
a part of the river.

W2/2636988 73.1663269

Kalali, Yadodara, Gujarat

729638423 73,1623315
“Atladara, Va-d_b&iéra, Gujarat
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04.04.2025: Site Visit with Municipal Commissioner

Location: On site: Behind Vadsar tree museum, Kalali Lake, & Oxbow east of Vadsar bridge.
Time: 5:30 to 7:30 pm

Attendees:

Rohit Prajapati

Neha Sarwate

Jitendra Gavali

Mitesh Panchal

Reporting:
1. Requested the VMC team to bring printed maps on A2 size for detailed discussion.
2. Some more debris will be removed from the corner of the tree museum.
3. Work is on hold because of some land ownership related issue.
4. Connection between lake/oxbow and river is to be explored.

22.2591188 73.1653175
Kalali, Vadodara, Gujarat

22.7637622 73:1620297
Kalali; Vadodara, Gujarat

Back side of Tree Museum & Nearby lake at kalali village.
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Vishwamitri River
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1. Demarcation and cleaning up of the land will be done in a week.
2. This area will be preserved as urban forest for public recreational spaces.

22.2658335 73.1724445

Kalali, Vadodara, Gujarat

Land of the oxbow near Vadsar bridge
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06.04.2025: Site Visit at Vadodara zoo

Location: Vadodara Zoo
Time: 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm
Attendee:

Jitendra Gavali

Rohit Prajapati

Pratyush Patankar

65

River has a sharp meander with gentle slope
behind the Zoo. The bank behind the
Planetarium has experienced scouring and is
prone to erosion.

Bushes beneath which crocodile dens are
located (4 in number) have been kept intact.
Rest of multi stem shrubs may be removed,
sparing single trunk trees.

Areas with wide stretches and gentle
topography can be made in a tree park.
Treeline will be kept minimum 3 meter away
from Zoo fence considering safety of Zoo.
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07.04.2025: Site Visit with VMC for coir work

Location: Mangal Pandey Bridge
Time: 4:30 to 5:00 pm

Attendee:

Rohit Prajapati

Neha Sarwate

Mitesh Panchal

Observations:
1. 100 mt length of Coir sample for bank stabilisation is proposed by Municipal Commissioner.
2. Land records around river-Government and private land.
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12.04.2025: Masiya kaans-Akota Dandia Bazar Bridge

Location: Masiya Kaans
Time: 10 am

Attendee:

Jitendra Gavali

Observations:
1. In an ad-hoc manner major felling of trees clearing of the vegetation in the kaans.
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23.04.2025: Meeting with VMC Officials

Location: Khanderao Market
Time: 12 PM

Attendee:

Rohit Prajapati

Neha Sarwate

Jitendra Gavali

Mitesh Panchal

Observations:

1.
2.
3.

Introduction with new Municipal Commissioner

Background to the river rejuvenation initiative & NGT order

Requested for data related to a) Floodplain DEM Maps by SECON, b) Drone Survey Before and
After Interventions, c) Details of Areas of Intervention in Floodplain Areas.

Site visit to Vadsar Landfill Site with the Commissioner and VMC Team in the afternoon.

Visit to be planned with the Collector and Irrigation Department for downstream areas in next few
days.

Identify location for STPs toward tertiary treatment of water.

Commissioner insisted to have a vision and set a system in place for effective functioning.
Mapping experts to be engaged.
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23.04.2025: Meeting with Collector of Vadodara

Location: New Collectorate
Time: 1:30 PM

Attendee:

Rohit Prajapati

Neha Sarwate

Mitesh Panchal

Observations:
1. Irrigation Department representatives were present-point of contact to be Mr. Mehul Chaudhary.
2. 30% of work has been accomplished.
3. Requested for data related to a) Floodplain DEM Maps by SECON, b) Drone Survey Before and
After Interventions, c¢) Details of Areas of Intervention in Floodplain Areas.
4. Visit to be planned with the Collector and Irrigation Department for downstream areas in next few
days.

Received Map below

¥
B
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23.04.2025: Site Visit at Vadsar with Commissioner, Standing
Committee Chairperson & VMC Team

Location: Vadsar back side
Time: 4:00 PM

Attendee:

Rohit Prajapati

Neha Sarwate

Mitesh Panchal

Observations:

1.
2.

Remaining debris will be removed from the corner of the tree museum.

Commissioner instructed the onsite VMC officials to follow the suggestion of the GSHRC
Committee.

Suggestion by Standing Committee Chairperson Plastic to be removed/collected from site and
treated on site.

Need to verify elevations and invert levels of adjacent areas to prevent potential overflow into
residential areas. Local residents adjacent to Kalali lake were apprehensive towards this
proposition.

Slopes should be maintained for crocodile basking.
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25.04.2025: Site Visit with Collector of Vadodara and lIrrigation
Department

Location:
Time: 3:30 PM
Attendee:
Rohit Prajapati
Neha Sarwate
Jitendra Gavali
Mitesh Panchal

Observations and Discussions:

1.
2.

©ONOOO AW

Desilting work in progress.

Many Bullet Train project pillars at different locations are either within the river bed, or on the
banks of the river, affecting the flow of water.

Reconnect tributaries and smaller waterways to the river.

Maintain slope angles upto 35 degrees.

Protect crocodile habitats and vulnerable structures.

Connect river with adjacent ravines, lakes and water entities, where ever possible.

It was suggested that the team walk the entire length of the river along the banks.

Demarcate private and public lands.

Irrigation Department was instructed to address the Jambua river confluence to ease water flows
during monsoon.

10. Coordination with other utility agencies (MGVCL) to relocate or strengthen the poles.
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22.1399482. 73.1843988
Por, Gujarg;t
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2.1620395 73.1052700

Padra, Gujarat
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Hanu Vatika
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22:2077613 73.1484214

Vadodara, Gujarat

-22.2077673 73.1484214
_Vadodara, Guiaiak
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28.04.2025: Site Visit with Irrigation Dept.

Location: All junctions of river and Bullet Train
Time: 8:00 AM

Attendee:

Irrigation department

Jitendra Gavali

Mitesh Panchal

Observations:
1. Visited all locations of conflict between river and Bullet train pillars.
2. Reconnect tributaries and smaller waterways to the river.
3. Maintain slope angles upto 35 degrees.
4. Protect crocodile habitats.

Location 1
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28/04/25 08:54 AM

2090487 731534673
22512'32"N 73°9 42

,Galifarat
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22.2284464 73.1664909
Vadodara, Gujarat

Location 2
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28/04/25 09:28 AM
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22.2319888 73.1760782
Maneja, Vadodara, Gujarat
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Location 3
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Google Barth

Location 4

Google Earth
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22.1845902 7 |
-Varanama, Gujarat

Location 5

Image,© 2025 Airbus

Google Earth
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221118678 75.0779754

Kothwada, Gujarat
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01.05.2025: GSHRC Hearing

Location: Gandhinagar
Time: 1:00 pm
Attendees:

Rohit Prajapati
Neha Sarwate

Highlights:
1. GSHRC asked the Commissioner and the Collector to submit their reports.
2. The Committee submitted that they will also file their Report after detailed visits.
3. Next Date of Hearing is 26.05.2025.
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02.05.2025: Turtle Accidental Death Location Visit

Location: Mangal Pandey bridge behind Ratri Bazaar
Time: 3:30 pm
Attendee:

Ranjitsinh Devkar
Jitendra Gavali
Mitesh Panchal

Observations:

1.

2
3.
4

Interacted with wildlife volunteers for the exact location and cause of the turtle death.

. The accident occurred during desilting work in late evening hours.
Same information was shared at the rescue center where the turtle was taken.
Post mortem information related to crocodile and turtle deaths was requested.
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03.05.2025: Site Visit with VMC Officials

Location: Mangal Pandey bridge, Bharwadvaas behind Sama village & Dena at NH48 works
Time: 7:30 am — 10:30 am

Attendee:

Neha Sarwate

Rohit Prajapati

Ranjitsinh Devkar

Jitendra Gavali

Mitesh Panchal

Observations:

1.

aokwbd

No

9.

Observed machinery tyre marks in the river bed and workers were questioned. Received no
answer.

Reconnect the meanders between Sama and Mangal Pandey bridge.

Remove debris from below Ratri Bazaar Bridge.

Remove debris from Bharwadvaas behind Sama village to reconnect the straightened meanders.
Steep slopes, Vertical cliff conditions need to be address by other ecological engineering
measures.

Sewage from Bharwadvaas into the river, needs to be addressed.

It was learned that for coir work, the Vadodara Futuristic Planning Cell was responsible and for
resectioning works, WAPCQOS is executing agency.

The extension work for the NH-48 has created temporary bottlenecks in the river. NHAI has
installed piped culverts for ease of construction work. Two major piers were observed on the
banks of the river.

It was reported by the wildlife volunteers that fish deaths have occurred in this vicinity.

10. It was observed that there were no measures in place to address biodiversity.

92



GSHRC Vishwamitri Committee Report#1

03/05/25 08:17 AM

$22. 3248842 731953430
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93



GSHRC Vishwamitri Committee Report#1

03/05/25 08:46-AM

94



GSHRC Vishwamitri Committee Report#1

95



GSHRC Vishwamitri Committee Report#1

06.05.2025: Site Visit with Municipal Commissioner, NHAI, Bullet Train,
and VMC Officials

Location: Dena, Jambua, Vadsar Bullet Train junction
Time: 9:30 am

Attendee:

Neha Sarwate

Rohit Prajapati

Mitesh Panchal

Observations:

1.

ok own

Multiple piped culverts and storm water drains blocked by NHAI along the eastern segments, as
reconfirm by VMC officials, need to be opened and addressed.

A connector drain is planned from the above piped network into Jambua River.

Lack of coordination between VMC and Irrigation Department at Jambua confluence.

The Manjalpur storm water drain and its confluence with the river is not addressed.

The Bullet Train locations near Maretha village were discussed in detail and remedial action plans
were requested.

06/05/25 10:38 AM

2235604977 232148395

- -

Harni, Vatlo dafanGujarat
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3519630 73.2131868
i, Vadodara, Gujarat
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22.2227032 73.1885176
Jambuva, Gujatat

" 06/05/2542:22 B
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06.05.2025: Meeting with VMC Officials, NHAI, Bullet Train, Irrigation
Department

Location: Khanderao Market VMC Conference Room
Time: 4:.00 pm
Attendee:

Neha Sarwate
Rohit Prajapati
Mitesh Panchal

Observations:

1.

Requested locations and work schedule
Bullet train pillars in the river bed areas,
considering upcoming rains.

Requested for various permissions and
clearances taken by the Bullet Train
authority.

Work schedule of NHAI considering
upcoming rain.
Requested for
restoration plans.
Representatives of the Bullet Train team
informed that the river health is not in
ambit, but the water flow is and has been
into account.

Irrigation department has not issued
to Bullet Train as yet.

1,35,000 sq.mt. of coir work has been
tendered by the VMC.

Copy of the application by the Bullet train
various permissions from concerned
authorities has been requested.

Post desilting works, landscape plans for
and gardens are desired with design
directives.

post  construction
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07.05.2025: During Rain Visit

Location: Vishwamitri
Time: 11:00 pm
Attendee:

Ranijitsinh Devkar
Mitesh Panchal

Observations:

1.

aohwbd

All major locations were visited after short rain fall on 7" May, 2025 to check the bank conditions.
No maijor landslides were observed.

Gully formations at natural waterways were observed at various locations.

Consolidation of soil was observed.

Few meanders are reconnected. Outfalls from storm water drains and sewage lines were
observed.

Sample coir work was undisturbed.

~u—

223545074 73.2156014
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) 3546244173 2156792

Hatnl, VadodaragGujarat
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05725 1135 AM

22.3249880 /31971888
Karelibagh, Vadodara, Gujarat
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22.3261941 73.1976604
“ Karelibagh, Vadodara, Gujarat
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22.3084614 73:1989524
Karelibagh, Vadodara, Gujarat
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22:3077
Sayajiganj, Vadodara, Gujarat
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13.05.2025: Meeting with Collector of Vadodara, Bullet Train, NHAI,
Taluka representatives, Irrigation Department

Location: Collector office
Time: 4:50 pm

Attendee:

Neha Sarwate
Rohit Prajapati
Ranjitsinh Devkar
Jitendra Gavali
Mitesh Panchal

Observations:

1. The Collector instructed all departments to be prepared for early rains — removal of temporary
obstructions.

2. The Bullet Train team and NHAI was requested to submit an action plan for the monsoon.

3. All clearances and permissions obtained by Bullet Train and NHAI to be shared with this
committee.

4. |t was stated by Bullet Train officials that ecological impact of the projects on the river ecosystem
is not part of this discussion.

5. Short term and Long term action plans for during and after work to be submitted.
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15.05.2025: Site visit with VMC Futuristic Planning Cell, coir agency

Location: Mangal Pandey Bridge
Time: 7:50 am

Attendee:
Rohit Prajapati
Mitesh Panchal

Observations:

1.

o wbd

N o

All junctions and edge condition details were explained by the contractor team.

All discussed details by the contactor need to be put on record and shared with the Committee.
Specifications of the coir - 300 GSM. It will remain in this condition for 2-3 years

Plantation, watering and maintenance after rains is a part of the tender/contract.

Tender includes only plantation of vetiver grass; variety of plantation is recommended and
required.

Priority for location of coir work will be done by VMC & shared with the committee.

Kaans and tributary confluences need to be addressed as discussed previously.

Contractor to share laying out strategy for coir work with committee for deliberation.

108



GSHRC Vishwamitri Committee Report#1

109



GSHRC Vishwamitri Committee Report#1

19.05.2025: Meeting with VMC Officials & Bullet Train

Location: Khanderao Market
Time: 4:50 pm

Attendee:

Neha Sarwate

Rohit Prajapati

Jitendra Gavali

Mitesh Panchal

Discussions:
1. The Bullet Train Project has constructed their pillars at multiple locations in the river bed, on

the river banks, and active floodplains of the Vishwamitri River. During our meetings, it was
conveyed to us that a linear infrastructure railway project does not require environment
clearances. The various required permissions that were sought and received by them are
awaited. The remedial plans for these obstructions were not addressed proactively and in a
timely manner by the concerned authorities who were then repeatedly asked to share their
action plans, which have not yet been received.

Bullet Train team will share action plan, relevant permissions obtained for onsite work.

It was conveyed by the Bullet Train team that the circular pillars were designed so as to

facilitate flow of waters.
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Annexure G: Supreme Court Order dated 22.02.2017

1
REPORTABLE

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

WRIT PETITION(C) NO. 375 OF 2012
Paryavaran Suraksha Samiti and another . .Petitioners

versus

Union of India and others . .Respondents

JUDGMENT

JAGDISH SINGH KHEHAR, CJI

The petitioners have approached this Court, seeking a
writ in the nature of mandamus, for a direction to the respondents,
(which includes the Union Government, all the State Governments and
the Union Territories) to ensure, that no industry which requires
“consent to operate” from the concerned Pollution Control Board, is
permitted to function, unless it has a functional effluent
treatment plant, which 1s capable to meet the prescribed norms for
removing the pollutants from the effluent, before it is discharged.
2. The Union of India, and the State Govermnments (including
the Union Territories) have filed counter affidavits, expressing
their individual positions. During the course of hearing, learned
counsel representing the respondents, also made some suggestions,

Slﬁr &ﬁ could be highly beneficial, in carrying forward the process
EAH‘\-'EES?M AR

Date: 20/ a1

“z8d removing pollutants, from the discharged effluent, in a
systematic and co-ordinated manner.

3. During the course of hearing, it was not disputed between
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2
the rival parties, that the initiation of the process has to be at
the individual level of the industry itself. It was suggested that
each industry which requires “consent to operate” from the
concerned Pollution Control Board, should be mandated to set up a
functional primary effluent treatment plant. We are informed, that
only when such an effluent treatment plant has been set up, the
concerned Pollution Control Board grants a “no objection” to the
industry, and accordingly “consent to operate”, so as to allow the
industry to become functional. It is therefore apparent, that all
running industrial units, which require “consent to operate” from
the concerned Pollution Control Board, have a functional primary
effluent treatment plant, in place.

4. The question that arises for our consideration is,
whether the same is maintained in good order, after the industry
itself has become functional. The industry requiring “consent to
operate”, can be permitted to run, only if its primary effluent
treatment plant, is functional. We therefore consider it just and
appropriate, to direct the concerned State Pollution Control
Boards, to issue notices to all industrial units, which require
“consent to operate”, by way of a common advertisement, requiring
them to make their primary effluent treatment plants fully
operational, within three months from today. On the expiry of the
notice period of three months, the concerned State Pollution
Control Board(s) are mandated to carry out inspections, to verify,
whether or not, each industrial wunit requiring “consent to
operate”, has a functional primary effluent treatment plant. Such

of the industrial units, which have not been able to make their
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3
primary effluent treatment plant fully operational, within the
notice period, shall be restrained from any further industrial
activity. This direction may be implemented by requiring the
concerned electricity supply and distribution agency, to disconnect
the electricity connection of the defaulting industry. We
therefore hereby further direct, that in case the concerned State
Pollution Control Boards make a recommendation to the concerned
electrical supply and distribution agency/company, to disconnect
electricity supply to an industry, for the reason that its primary
effluent treatment plant is not functional, it shall honour such
recommendation, and shall disconnect the electricity supply to such
defaulting industrial concern, forthwith.

5. Such an industrial concern, which has been disabled from
carrying on its industrial activities, as has been indicated in the
foregoing paragraph, 1is granted liberty to make 1its primary
effluent treatment plant functional to the required capacity, and
thereupon, seek a fresh “consent to operate” from the concerned
Pollution Control Board. Only after the receipt of such fresh
“consent to operate”, the industrial activities of the disabled
industry, can be permitted to be resumed. In carrying out the
above exercise, we consider it just and appropriate to require, the
Pollution Control Boards to carry out inspections, by prioritizing
inspections of severely and critically polluted industries, so that
visible results emerge at the earliest.

6. Liberty is hereby granted to private individual(s) and
organizations, to address complaints to the concerned Pollution

Control Board, if any industry is in default. On the receipt of any
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4
such complaint, the concerned Pollution Control Board, shall be
obliged to verify the same, and take such action against the
defaulting industry, as may be permissible in law. Such action,
would be in addition to the discontinuation of industrial activity
forthwith, in the manner directed hereinabove (but only after
verification).

T Having effectuated the directions recorded in the
foregoing paragraphs, the next step would be, to set up common
effluent treatment plants. We are informed, that for the aforesaid
purpose, the financial contribution of the Central Government is to
the extent of 50 per cent, that of the concerned State Government
(including the concerned Union Territory) is 25 per cent. The
balance 25 per cent, is to be arranged by way of loans from banks.
The above loans, are to be repaid, by the industrial areas, and/or
industrial clusters. We are also informed, that the setting up of
a common effluent treatment plant, would ordinarily  take
approximately two years (in cases where the process has yet to be
commenced). The reason for the above prolonged period, for setting
up “common effluent treatment plants”, according to learned
counsel, 1is not only financial, but also, the requirement of land
acquisition, for the same.

8. In view of the fact, that the finmancial position has been
taken care of, as has been expressed above, we are of the view,
that the setting up of “common effluent treatment plants”, should
be taken up as an urgent mission. With reference to common
effluent treatment plants, which are already under implementation,

we hope and expect, that they would be completed within the time
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lines already postulated. With reference to common effluent
treatment plants, which are yet to be set up, we consider it Sjust
and appropriate to direct, the concerned State Governments
(including, the concerned Union Territories) to complete the same
within a period of three years, from today. We are also of the
view, that while acquiring land for the 'common effluent treatment
plants', the concerned State Governments (including, the concerned
Union Territories) will acquire such additional land, as may be
required for setting up “zero liquid discharge plants”, if and when
required in the future.

9. During the course of hearing, we were informed by learned
counsel, that the running of 'common effluent treatment plants’',
which are in place, is also a matter of serious concern. In this
behalf, it was submitted, that some of the common effluent
treatment plants are dis-functional, because of lack of finances,
whilst some others are dis-functional, because of the requirement
of repairs, which have not been carried out, again because of lack
of financial resources.

10. Given the responsibility vested in Municipalities under
Article 243W of the Constitution, as also, in item 6 of the 12
Schedule, wherein the aforesaid obligation, pointedly extends to
“public health, sanitation conservancy and solid waste management”,
we are of the view, that the onus to operate the existing common
effluent treatment plants, rests on municipalities (and/or local
bodies) . Given the aforesaid responsibility, the concerned
municipalities (and/or local bodies), cannot be permitted to shy

away, from discharging this onerous duty. In case there are further
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financial constraints, the remedy lies in Articles 243X and 243Y of
the Constitution. It will be open to the concerned
municipalities(and/or local bodies), to evolve norms to recover
funds, for the purpose of generating finances to install and run,
all the “common effluent treatment plants”, within the purview of
the provisions referred to hereinabove. Needless to mention, that
such norms as may be evolved for generating financial resources,
may include all or any, of the commercial, industrial and domestic
beneficiaries, of the facility. The process of evolving the above
norms, shall be supervised by the concerned State Government (Union
Territory), through the Secretaries, Urban Development and Local
Bodies respectively, (depending on the location of the respective
common effluent treatment plant). The norms for generating funds,
for setting up and/or operating the ’'common effluent treatment
plant' shall be finalized, on or before 31.03.2017, so as to be
implemented with effect from the next financial year. In case,
such norms are not in place, before the commencement of the next
financial year, the concerned State Governments (or the Union
Territories), shall cater to the financial requirements, of running
the “common effluent treatment plants”, which are presently
dis-functional, from their own financial resources.

2 51 Just in the manner suggested hereinabove, for the purpose
of setting up of “common effluent treatment plants”, the concerned
State Governments (including, the concerned Union Territories) will
prioritize such cities, towns and villages, which discharge
industrial pollutants and sewer, directly into rivers and water

bodies.
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12. We are of the view, that in the manner suggested above,
the malady of sewer treatment, should also be dealt with
simultaneously. We therefore hereby direct, that 'sewage treatment
plants' shall also be set up and made functional, within the time
lines and the format, expressed hereinabove.
13. We are of the view, that mere directions are
inconsequential, unless a rigid implementation mechanism is laid
down. We therefore hereby provide, that the directions pertaining
to continuation of industrial activity only when there is in place
a functional “primary effluent treatment plants”, and the setting
up of functional “common effluent treatment plants” within the time
lines, expressed above, shall be of the Member Secretaries of the
concerned Pollution Control Boards. The Secretary of the
Department of Environment, of the concerned State Government (and
the concerned Union Territory), shall be answerable in case of
default. The concerned Secretaries to the Government shall be
responsible of monitoring the progress, and issuing necessary
directions to the concerned Pollution Control Board, as may be
required, for the implementation of the above directions. They
shall be also responsible for collecting and maintaining records of
data, in respect of the directions contained in this order. The
said data shall be furnished to the Central Ground Water Authority,
which shall evaluate the data, and shall furnish the same to the
Bench of the jurisdictional National Green Tribunal.
14. To supervise complaints of non-implementation of the
instant directions, the concerned Benches of the National Green

Tribunal, will maintain running and numbered case files, by
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dividing the jurisdictional area into units. The above mentioned
case files, will be listed periodically. The concerned Pollution

Control Board is also hereby directed, to initiate such civil or
criminal action, as may be permissible in law, against all or any
of the defaulters.

15. Liberty is granted to private individuals, and
organizations, to approach the concerned Bench of the

jurisdictional National Green Tribunal, for appropriate orders, by

pointing out deficiencies, in implementation of the above
directions.
16. It however needs to be c¢larified, that the instant

directions and time lines, shall not in any way dilute any time
lines and directions issued by Courts or Benches of the National
Green Tribunal, hitherto before, wherein the postulated time lines
would expire before the ones expressed through the directions
recorded above. It 1is clarified, that the time lines, expressed
hereinabove will be relevant, only in situations where there are no
prevalent time line(s), and also, where a longer period, has been
provided for.

17 It would be in the interest of implementation of the
objective sought to be achieved, to also require each concerned
State(and each, concerned Union Territory) to make provision for
“online, real time, continuous monitoring system” to display
emission levels, in the public domain, on the portal of the
concerned State Pollution Control Board. We are informed, that at

least three State Governments have already adopted the aforesaid
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measures. Such measures shall be put in place by all the concerned
State Governments( including, the concerned Union Territories),
within six months from today.

18. The instant writ petition stands disposed of, 1in the

aforesaid terms.

NEW DELHI; 2 fe

FEBRUARY 22, 2017. [SANJAY KISHAN KAUL]
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ITEM NO.10 COURT NO.1 SECTION PIL (W)

SUPREME COURT OF INDTIA
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Writ Petition(s) (Civil) No(s). 375/2012
PARYAVARAN SURAKSHA SAMITI & ANR Petitioner (s)
VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS. Respondent (s)
(with appln(s) for directions and exemption from filing OT and
permission to file synopsis and list of dates and office report)

Date : 22/02/2017 This petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM :
HON'BLE THE CHIEF JUSTICE
HON'BLE DR. JUSTICE D.Y. CHANDRACHUD
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE SANJAY KISHAN KAUL

For Petitioner(s) Mr. Colin Gonsalves, Sr. Adv
Mr. Gunjan Singh, Adv.
for Ms. Jyoti Mendiratta,ACR

For Respondent(s) Ms. Pinky Anand, ASG

(UoI) Mr. S.W.A. Qadri, Adv.
Mr. Ajay Sharma, Adv.
Mr. Balendu Shekhar, Adv.
Mr. Ansh Singh Luthra, Adv.
Mr. Hemant Arya, Adv.
for Mr. G.S. Makker, AOR

State of Haryana Mr. Anil Grover, AAG
Mr. Satish Kumar, Adv.
Mr. Sanjay Kr. Visen, AOR

State of Rajasthan Mr. S.S. Shamshery, AAG
Mr. Amit Sharma, Adv.
Mr. Ankit Raj, Adv.
for Ms. Ruchi Kohli, AOR

State of MP Mr. Purushaindra Kaurav, AAG
Mr. Mishra Saurabh, Adv.
Mr. Ankit Kr. Lal, Adv.
Ms. Vanshuja Shukla, Adv.
Ms. Anuradha Mishra, Adv.

State of Gujarat Ms. Hemantika Wahi, Adv.
Ms. Jesal Wahi, Adv.
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. Mamta Singh, Adv.

Bhuvneshwari Pathak Kaushik, Adv.
Shilpi Satya Priya Satyam, Adv.
Rahul Kaushik, Adv.

. Ashutosh Kr. Sharma, Adv.

Tapesh Kumar Singh, Adv.
Mohd. Waquas, Adv.

Sukant Vikram, Adv.
Aditya Pratap Singh, Adv.

S.Udaya Kumar Sagar, Adv.

. Mrityunjai Singh, Adv.

Guntur Prabhakar, Adv.
Prerna Singh, Adv.

M.R. Shamshad, Adv.
Rajat Singh, Adv.

. Aditya Samaddar, Adv.

Harshita Deshwal, Adv.

Paramasivam, Adv.
B. Balaji, Adv.

. Muthuvel palani, Adv.

S. Kumar, Adv.

. Vijay Panjwani, Adv.

Varsha Poddar, Adv.
Mr. Gopal Singh, AOR

Joydeep Mazumdar, adv.
Debojyoti Bhattacharya, Adv.
Mr. Parijat Sinha, AOR

Krishnayan Sen,Adv.
Himanshu Bhushan, Adv.
Uddyam Mukherjee, Adv.

Sakshi Kakkar, Adv.
Mr. C. D. Singh,ACR

. Mohit Kumar Shah, Adv.

Gaurav Kanth, Adv.
Pushkar Taimni, Adv.

. V. N. Raghupathy, Adv.

Lagnesh Mishra, Adv.
Parikshit P. Angadi, Adv.
Prakash Jadhav, Adv.
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State of Punjab Mr. Saurabh Ajay Gupta, Adv.
Mr. Nishant Bishnoi, Adv.
for Mr. Kuldeep Singh, AOR
Mr. C. K. Sasi,AOR
Mr. Varinder Kumar Sharma,AOR
Ms. Sunita Sharma,AOR

UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
ORDER

The writ petition stands disposed of, in terms of the

reportable judgment.

(Renuka Sadana) (Parveen Kumar)

Assistant Registrar AR-cum-PS
[Reportable signed judgment is placed on the file]

122



GSHRC Vishwamitri Committee Report#1

Annexure H: Select Images from Drone Videos

Before Commencement of work — March 2025
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After commencement of work
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Screenshot from the Drone Survey after rain event of 7th May 2025
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SAMA - BHARWAD VAS

MANGAL PANDEY BRIDGE
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